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INTRODUCTION

" in France, the man of genius is he who says what every-
one knows/* that is, who gives utterance to the clear and
unifying theories of a singularly homogeneous nation ?
Is it because, as the same writer claims, the French genius is
compounded of lucidity and practical spirit, lacking per-
haps in the creative fancy of northern nations or in the
exuberant imagination of the south, but balanced, well
proportioned, and firmly based on reason ?
Be this as it may, the fact remains that the French nation
early evolved a well-defined tradition of education, a
tradition closely bound up with the whole fabric of its
religious, social, and political life. To define and describe
this tradition, and to show its life and development in an
Order of women, founded at the beginning of the nineteenth
century, is the object of this present work. At the time of
writing, the 7,000 religious of the Society of the Sacred
Heart have in Europe, America, Africa, Asia, and Australia
some 160 houses which conduct elementary and secondary
schools, university and training colleges. This Society
was founded by Madeleine Sophie Barat, who was canon*
ised in 192.5. We shall begin by sketching the life of the
foundress, though the early chapters of this work must be
devoted to the long tradition which preceded her. It was
her mission to appreciate, transmit, and develop the national
tradition -in a life of eighty-five years, amid circumstances
which gave her unusual scope. The thought of her can
never be far from the mind of the writer. It will be well,
therefore, to give from the outset some idea of her life and
of her personality.
Madeleine Sophie Barat was born in Joigny in Bur-
gundy on December izth, 1779. ^ a six-roomed house
looking on to a cobbled street and overtopped by the
neighbouring tower of St. Thibaut, this child of Jacques